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Responsible land management requires: 
• A strategic, planned approach to land use
• Managing competing values
• Collaboration, cooperation, integration and communication

Public Lands are multi-use, complex and 
diverse landscapes.
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Legislation
• Trails Act, Public Lands Act

Policy
• Integrated Resource Plans, Regional/Sub-regional plans

Planning 
• Trail Management Plan (Trails Act)

Strategic Approach
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• The Trails Act was proclaimed in 2022
• Provides a new regulatory environment to manage trails 

on crown land
• Enables:

o Development of trail management plans
o Designation of Provincially Designated Trails
o Trail Manager to be assigned

A new paradigm



Classification: Protected A

Under the Trails Act: 
• A trail may be designated by Ministerial Order 

enabled by an approved Trail Management Plan 
(TMP). 

• The requirements of a trail management plan 
may be satisfied by the approval process 
discussed in this presentation
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Proposal
& Feasibility

Planning Reviews & 
Referrals

Consultation 
& 

Engagement

Regulatory 
Approvals Construction Maintenance

Overall Process
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We got a book for that…
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Proposal & Feasibility
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• Project ‘pre-planning’
• Determines project suitability and resourcing
• Undertaken by trail managers or partners

o That is, we need to see organizations submitting new proposals

Proposals
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Demonstrate consideration of planning elements
Demonstrate project value
Demonstrate technical feasibility considerations
Demonstrate resource availability

Good Proposals
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• All proposals evaluated for high-level feasibility
• Technical Feasibility (can we?) 
• Priority Feasibility (do we want to?) 
• Resource Feasibility (will we?)

High-level Considerations
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Planning
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Plans
Processes 

& 
Approvals 

require Take 
Time 

which Informed 
Decision 
Making

and result in

Clearwater County
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• Who
• What 
• When
• Where
• Why
• How

Tell the story of the project

McLean Creek PLUZ



Classification: Protected A

• From Alberta’s Trail 
Development 
Guidelines for 
Alberta's Public 
Land

15

Trail 
Management 
Objectives
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Reviews & Referrals
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Typical Reviews & Referrals
• Geospatial analysis
• Landscape Analysis Tool (LAT) report
• Landscape Analysis Indigenous Relations Tool (LAIRT)
• Fisheries and Wildlife Management Information System 

(FWMIS) 
• Alberta Conservation Information Management System 

(ACIMS) 
• Land Standing Report

Desktop 
Review

• Forest Officer
• Lands Officer
• Rangeland Agrologists 
• Recreation Specialists
• Biologists (Fisheries & Wildlife)
• Ecologists
• Water Act Specialists
• Integrated Resource Management Specialists

Referrals
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Referral Process

Project information 
compiled into a 

draft plan.

Project information 
provided for 

subject-matter 
expert review 

(SME).

Discussion, 
questions, 

clarifications, 
meetings.

SME feedback 
provided. 

Endorsement, 
comments,  

recommendations, 
opposition.

Discuss and 
consider 

incorporation of 
recommendations 

or develop 
mitigation 
solutions. 
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Consultation & Engagement
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Indigenous 
Communities

Impacted 
Stakeholders 

and 
Overlapping 

Rights Holders

Municipalities/ 
Counties Public

Consultation & Engagement
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Engagement Process

Project information 
compiled into a 

draft plan.

Project information 
shared with group 
representatives.

Discussion, 
questions, 

clarifications, 
meetings.

Group feedback 
provided. 

Endorsement, 
comments,  

recommendations, 
opposition.

Discuss and 
consider 

incorporation of 
recommendations 

or develop 
mitigation solutions. 
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Policy and Regulatory Approvals
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Policy, 
Plans, and 
Guidelines

Regional 
Plans

Integrated 
Resource 

Plans 
•Regional and 

Sub-regional

Recreation 
Management 

Plans 

Land Footprint 
Management 

Plans

Area specific, 
overarching 

Management 
Plans

Master 
Schedule of 

Standards and 
Conditions 

(MSSC)

Legislation, Policy & Guidelines
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Construction
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• Mitigatory conditions
• Construction standards
• Wildlife Sweep
• Timing restrictions
• Codes of Practice and 

associated Policies
• Authorization to start work

25
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Maintenance
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Maintenance considerations should be 
part of your proposal. 

• How will the project be maintained? 
• By who? 
• What happens if your group cannot 

continue to maintain?

Bridge maintenance, Ghost PLUZ
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Questions?

Resource Documents
Alberta’s Public Land Trails Grant Program
Alberta’s Public Land Trail Guide
Trail Development Guidelines for Alberta’s Public Lands
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