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A comprehensive trail system to improve visitor experience and safety
thatcelebrates and protects the beauty of the Brazeaus
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The focus of the Plan is on creating a comprehensive trail system to improve visitor experience and safety while minimizing environmental impact through proper trail placement, maintenance, education, signage, and wayfinding. The intent is a managed network of high value trails that have an expectation for maintenance, monitoring and signage, directing users to the preferred trail network. To achieve this, the subcommittee reviewed the existing trail system and proposed trail and staging area additions, trail removals, and changes in recreation use type on trails resulting in additional non-motorized trails, mixed-use trails and four new staging area.  

Multi-use land base.
“These Mountains are Our Sacred Places: The Story of the Stoney Indians” John Snow, 1977. “We knew every trail and mountain pass in this area. We had special ceremonial and religious areas in the mountains. In the older days some of the neighbouring tribes called us the “People of the Shining Mountains.” These mountain are our temples, our sanctuaries, and our resting places. They are a place of hope, a place of Vision, a place of refuge, a very special and holy place where the Great Spirit speaks with us. Therefore these mountains are our sacred places.” (https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-management/2R3BF1SF8PWB5?FR_=1&W=1680&H=907)



Plan Purpose

e Establish a comprehensive trail network
for users that enhances outdoor
recreation experiences, while preserving
the natural environment. Through
thoughtful planning and collaboration,
the Nordegg Area Trails Plan aims to
provide safe, enjoyable, and memorable
trail experiences that inspire a sense of
stewardship and connection to the
history and breathtaking wilderness of
the Brazeau Mountains, ensuring
sustainable, accessible, and diverse trails
systems for years to come.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The plan purpose recognizes and builds on previous initiatives. The objectives outlines in the plan are to:
Describe the current trail system and assess what is currently working well, issues and opportunities.
Provide recommendations for consideration of trail expansions or reroutes and trail amenities that enhance recreation and tourism opportunities and network connectivity, while mitigating issues identified in the environmental, cultural and economic values desktop assessment review (under a separate cover report).
Identify low value trails that would be suitable for decommissioning based on the principles of safety or environmental issues, user conflict and/or alternate trails that provide a better recreation experience.
Identify trail management objectives for trails to support trail management and maintenance. 
Identify opportunities for future planning processes to improve trail connections across the area, in collaboration with recreation groups and other land uses. 



Background

e Planning initiatives

Eastern Slopes Policy and various IRPs

Bighorn Backcountry Access Management plan
(2002)

Rocky to Nordegg Rail Trail (2009)
Nordegg Area Trails Concept Plan (2012)
(Hamlet of) Nordegg Trail Plan (2016)

e Crown Land Vision
e Trails Act

Designate and protect trails
Enable trail managers

* Trail management planning

Enable rules across public land

Classification: Protected A



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Trails in the Nordegg area have been shaped by several initiatives over the years. Plans such as the Bighorn Backcountry Access Management Plan (2002) and the Rocky to Nordegg Trail Concept Plan (2009) for the formalization of the Rocky to Nordegg Rail Trail (the Rail Trail) have provided direction for the designation of motorized and non-motorized trails in the planning area. Many other trails occur in the area for a variety of activities but are not formally designated trails. Also, several connector trails have been proposed that could be established on a combination of existing and new trails.
A key priority in the vision is to “improve outdoor recreation management across all Crown lands to ensure there is a range of sustainable recreation opportunities for Albertans into the future”. 
The Trails Act provided the legislative structure to enable a sustainable trail system on public, allowing trails to be designated for specific uses such as hiking or riding an OHV, and enabling formal agreements with partners for efficient maintenance of trails. The rules for provincially designated trails (such as directionality and activity restrictions) are specified through signs and notices as per the Public Land Administration Regulation under the Public Lands Act. 
The Nordegg Area Trails planning process came at a time when a lot of work had been done in the past to identify recreation opportunities, resources were becoming available to deliver on those opportunities, and the legislative framework was in place to protect and maintain recreation investments into the future.  




Engagement

e Bighorn Subcommittee
* Indigenous one on ones
* Industry

e Approach
* Workshops
* Engagement HQ

e Qutcomes

* Trail network recommendations — new trails,
close trails, reroute trails, facilities

e Trail management objectives

I


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Bighorn Monitoring Group TOR provides for subcommittees to be established to take on specific projects. To be considered a subcommittee, at least two members of the Standing Committee must be part of the subcommittee.

The GoA engaged Indigenous communities, organizations and stakeholders, to inform the Plan between August 2022 and October 2023. To ensure equitable opportunity for engagement on the plan, an invitation to participate in engagement activities was sent by email to subscribers the Nordegg Squeek, as a supplement to their regular newsletter. Invitations were also sent to members of the Bighorn Backcountry Monitoring Standing Committee and other known stakeholders.  
Indigenous communities and organizations and stakeholders provided their perspectives, experiences and ideas through a series of four multi-stakeholder meetings between December 2022 and October 2023. 
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Black Mountain Cycling trails

Classification: Protected A


Presenter
Presentation Notes
These trails are purpose-built and designed for mountain biking but will be available for other uses, such as cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, hiking, etc. This Plan recommends that Black Mountain be designated as a Provincial Trail Area to accommodate high density network of trails in a single area. This approach provides greater flexibility in phasing in new trails and managing types of permitted activities and uses in the provincial trail area.


Fish Lake

Goldeye —

7 Bakdy Mountain Tl

Protected A

ication:

Classif


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The FireSmart Ecology Trail network was established in 2014 allowing non-motorized multi-use activities only (i.e., hiking, biking, and cross-country skiing). . This interpretive trail network connects to other existing trails around Fish Lake and Goldeye Lake PRAs. It also provides a direct link to Nordegg via the Rail Trail staging area.   It includes designated trails within the Kiska/Willson PLUZ. Removal of low value non-motorized trails as formal designated trails is recommended – use is limited, and most are too far away from staging areas to be considered reasonable to manage as a part of the trail system.


Nordegg North
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Trails in and around the North Nordegg Subdivision include a wide variety trail types and uses. The Nordegg Trails Society maintains most of the non-motorized trails. The Baldy Loop (around Shunda Mountain) mixed-use trail (motorized and non-motorized permitted) was put forward by AOHVA. There are concerns with increase motorized use in the North Nordegg subdivision. Any development of a mixed-use Baldy Mountain loop would need to consider the amount of work that is needed to upgrade the existing trail and to decommission unsustainable motorized trails to create the preferred motorized trail network.  


Nordegg South
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are mixed-use and non-motorized trails around the Nordegg townsite, south of Highway 11 and east of the Forestry Trunk Road. Past coal mining and resource activities have left an extensive network of trails on the Brazeau Ridge south of Nordegg and extending toward the North Saskatchewan River. They include proposed trails both inside and outside the Kiska/Willson PLUZ. 
 



Meadows OHV Trails
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Presentation Notes
One designated trail (DRS190023) currently exists in this motorized trail network (12.4 km). The project was completed in partnership with Clearwater Trails Initiative to formalize OHV use in the area by improving and connecting a motorized trail loop, developing a staging area, and identifying rustic camping nodes.  


Amanda.Halawell@gov.ab.ca

QU eStlonS? Blake.Christianson@gov.ab.ca
Andrea.McMillan@gov.ab.ca

Nordegg Area Trails Plan:

Identify trail systems for all trail users that link the Nordegg area to a
variety of motorized and non-motorized recreational opportunities and
celebrate the history and beauty of the Brazeau Mountains.
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