
Amateur Radio Role in 

Emergency 

Communications 

ARES EDMONTON 

KERRY ATKINSON – EDMONTON EC. 



WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG. 

 



WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG. 

 It’s 05:30 and you are the on call duty officer for your EOC and there is a 

police officer at the door. 



WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG. 

 It’s 05:30 and you are the on call duty officer for your EOC and there is a 

police officer at the door. 

 You are informed that all land line and cell phone communications have 

failed. 

 



WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG. 

 It’s 05:30 and you are the on call duty officer for your EOC and there is a 

police officer at the door. 

 You are informed that all land line and cell phone communications have 

failed. 

 A fire is burning 10 KM north of your town. 

 



WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG. 

 It’s 05:30 and you are the on call duty officer for your EOC and there is a 

police officer at the door. 

 You are informed that all land line and cell phone communications have 

failed. 

 A fire is burning 10 KM north of your town. 

 And you need to evacuate the entire town.   

 



WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG. 

 It’s 05:30 and you are the on call duty officer for your EOC and there is a 

police officer at the door. 

 You are informed that all land line and cell phone communications have 

failed. 

 A fire is burning 10 KM north of your town. 

 And you need to evacuate the entire town.   

 You can use your local radio but there is no phone, internet or access 

outside your community 

 



WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG. 

 It’s 05:30 and you are the on call duty officer for your EOC and there is a 

police officer at the door. 

 You are informed that all land line and cell phone communications have 

failed. 

 A fire is burning 10 KM north of your town. 

 And you need to evacuate the entire town.   

 You can use your local radio but there is no phone, internet or access 

outside your community 

 What are you going to do? 



WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG. 

 HOW ARE YOU GOING TO ARRANGE FOR ASSISTANCE? 

 

 

 



WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG. 

 HOW ARE YOU GOING TO ARRANGE FOR ASSISTANCE? 

 

 AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE. 

 



WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG. 

 HOW ARE YOU GOING TO ARRANGE FOR ASSISTANCE? 

 

 AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE. 

 

 Your first thought is this is just a scenario and could never happen!  

 



WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG. 

 HOW ARE YOU GOING TO ARRANGE FOR ASSISTANCE? 

 

 AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE. 

 

 Your first thought is this is just a scenario and could never happen! 

 But it did 

 



WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG. 

 HOW ARE YOU GOING TO ARRANGE FOR ASSISTANCE? 

 

 AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE. 

 

 Your first thought is this is just a scenario and could never happen!  

 But it did and NOT 30 years ago 

 



WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG. 

 HOW ARE YOU GOING TO ARRANGE FOR ASSISTANCE? 

 

 AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE. 

 

 Your first thought is this is just a scenario and could never happen! 

 But it did and NOT 30 years ago but 4 years ago. 

 



WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG. 

 HOW ARE YOU GOING TO ARRANGE FOR ASSISTANCE? 

 

 AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE. 

 

 Your first thought is this is just a scenario and could never happen!  

 But it did and NOT 30 years ago but 4 years ago. 

 It happened in California, during the wild fires. 

 



WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG. 

 HOW ARE YOU GOING TO ARRANGE FOR ASSISTANCE? 

 

 AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE. 

 

 Your first thought is this is just a scenario and could never happen!  

 But it did and NOT 30 years ago but 4 years ago. 

 It happened in California, during the wild fires. 

 Cell towers had collapsed and the fiber land line had been cut. 

 



WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG. 

 HOW ARE YOU GOING TO ARRANGE FOR ASSISTANCE? 

 

 AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE. 

 

 Your first thought is this is just a scenario and could never happen! 

 But it did and NOT 30 years ago but 4 years ago. 

 It happened in California, during the wild fires. 

 Cell towers had collapsed and the fiber land line had been cut. 

 The only wide area communications available was Amateur Radio or.. 

 

 



WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO WRONG. 

 HOW ARE YOU GOING TO ARRANGE FOR ASSISTANCE? 

 

 AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE. 

 

 Your first thought is this is just a scenario and could never happen!  

 But it did and NOT 30 years ago but 4 years ago. 

 It happened in California, during the wild fires. 

 Cell towers had collapsed and the fiber land line had been cut. 

 The only wide area communications available was Amateur Radio or.. 

 Amateur Radio Emergency Service. 

 

 



WHO WE ARE 

 



WHO WE ARE 

 We are a group of people that come from all walks of life with a common 

interest in radio and communications. 



WHO WE ARE 

 We are a group of people that come from all walks of life with a common 

interest in radio and communications. 

 We have studied electronics, antenna theory, radio theory, and 

regulations. 

 

 



WHO WE ARE 

 We are a group of people that come from all walks of life with a common 

interest in radio and communications. 

 We have studied electronics, antenna theory, radio theory, and 

regulations. 

 We are licenced to operate on specific frequencies in most of the bands. 

 



WHO WE ARE 

 We are a group of people that come from all walks of life with a common 

interest in radio and communications. 

 We have studied electronics, antenna theory, radio theory, and 

regulations. 

 We are licenced to operate on specific frequencies in most of the bands. 

 ARES members have also taken additional training in net control, message 

handling, radio procedures, effective communications and ICS100 or 

higher. 

 



WHAT WE CAN DO 

 



WHAT WE CAN DO 

 THIS IS NOT YOUR GRANDFATHERS “HAM RADIO” 



WHAT WE CAN DO 

 THIS IS NOT YOUR GRANDFATHERS “HAM RADIO” 

 We bring our own communications infrastructure to the table. 



WHAT WE CAN DO 

 THIS IS NOT YOUR GRANDFATHERS “HAM RADIO” 

 We bring our own communications infrastructure to the table. 

 We have 3 provincial radio networks under construction. 



WHAT WE CAN DO 

 THIS IS NOT YOUR GRANDFATHERS “HAM RADIO” 

 We bring our own communications infrastructure to the table. 

 We have 3 provincial radio networks under construction. 

 There are currently 3 digital world wide networks in operation in Alberta, 

with a 4th in the design phase. 



WHAT WE CAN DO 

 THIS IS NOT YOUR GRANDFATHERS “HAM RADIO” 

 We bring our own communications infrastructure to the table. 

 We have 3 provincial radio networks under construction. 

 There are currently 3 digital world wide networks in operation in Alberta, 

with a 4th in the design phase. 

 We all know how our networks work. 



WHAT WE CAN DO 

 THIS IS NOT YOUR GRANDFATHERS “HAM RADIO” 

 We bring our own communications infrastructure to the table. 

 We have 3 provincial radio networks under construction. 

 There are currently 3 digital world wide networks in operation in Alberta, 

with a 4th in the design phase. 

 We all know how our networks work. 

 We all know how our radios work. 



WHAT WE CAN DO 

 THIS IS NOT YOUR GRANDFATHERS “HAM RADIO” 

 We bring our own communications infrastructure to the table. 
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 We all know how our radios work. 

 Most importantly, we know how to talk to each other when on one else 

can. 
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 Have we done this in Alberta recently? 

 Yes! 

 In 2011 ARES Edmonton and Peace River deployed to Slave Lake during 

the fires to provide backup communications. 

 In 2013 ARES groups from Edmonton, Red Deer, High River, Calgary, and 

Medicine Hat were deployed during the floods. 

 High River had no reliable communications until ARES established a link 

from the AEMA POC in Edmonton to both the EOC and hospital in High 

River. 

 This was done within 2 hours of our activation by the POC. 
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 We should be included in your disaster planning and plan. 

 We should be included in your table top exercises. 

 We should be included in “boots on the ground” exercises. 

 Most importantly, however is to remember.  ARES is here to assist you.  You 

are the experts in disaster planning and management.  
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 Here to assist you with communications however we can. 



Thank you  

 Question and answer period. 
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